
 
 

March 15, 2010 
 
The Honorable Gerald Connolly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
327 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
Dear Representative Connolly, 
 
On behalf of the Northern Virginia Democratic Business Council, we urge you in the strongest manner 
possible, to support President Obama’s Federal health care initiative when it comes to a vote this week or 
next.  Our organization comprises members from the business community in Northern Virginia who support 
progressive business principles. Several of our members are steeped in health care policy, represent 
health care providers, and/or have worked in the area for many years and all of our members care deeply 
about this issue and its impact on our businesses, our state and our nation. 
 
We recognize that there may be parts of the Senate bill with which you do not agree and are reticent to 
vote for in its current form, and trust the process of reconciliation to address what you consider to be its 
weaknesses.  However, the Senate bill, even without the improvements that we anticipate will be worked 
out in the reconciliation process, is a vast improvement over the status quo.  Among other things, it will 
bring affordable health insurance to more than 30 million of our citizens, eliminate a number of abusive 
practices in the insurance industry such as discrimination based on pre-existing conditions, provide 
individuals and small businesses with the purchasing power of larger companies through an insurance 
exchange, and protect those who have insurance from the risk of losing reasonable coverage through 
unemployment or starting a small business or individual proprietorship.   
 
Also, as the recent threatened increase in prices of individual insurance has clearly demonstrated, even 
those who have health care insurance risk that it will become increasingly expensive, and even cost 
prohibitive, each year in which we delay.  We strongly believe that failure to act now almost certainly will 
doom meaningful reform for another generation; all of this as the cost of insurance places in jeopardy the 
economic viability of our small businesses and our competitive position in the international marketplace. 
 
We also understand that several of you may be concerned that the reconciliation process will not permit 
changes that you feel would improve the bill.  While we are sympathetic, we strongly believe that it is better 
to pass the bill on the table, make the changes that can be enacted now in reconciliation, and fix “what 
might be broken,” later.  The alternative of doing nothing simply is not responsible public policy.     
Some feel that if the comprehensive bill fails, incremental changes can ameliorate the problems until 
Congress is willing to again tackle the issue on a large scale basis.  We know better!  In order to address 
both the cost pressures and most adverse insurance practices, we need as close to universal coverage as 
is feasible.  In that manner, you can spread the costs over a larger population and also work on bending the 
cost curve.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


